[Cross-reactivity between major histocompatibility complex class II antigens in mice NOD and an islet antigen with 58 kDA molecular weight].
The NOD mouse has been recently developed as a model for autoimmune insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus. The NOD mouse is further characterized by a genetic linkage with genes mapping within the major histocompatibility complex at the I-A locus. The present work demonstrates the presence in NOD mice of circulating autoantibodies specific for a 58 kDa antigen which is present in membrane extracts prepared from the murine insulin-secreting tumoral cell line Rin5F. This 58 kDa antigen shows a cross reactivity with NOD mouse class II antigens as indicated by its recognition by anti-I-A(NOD) monoclonal antibodies.